


[HER]self Project Program Notes

f (ality) - SamWheeler
f(ality) (functionality) fuses the sounds of the human voice and drum
through technology. After the opening vocal phrase the voice is only heard
when the drum is struck. This is achieved through a noise gate placed on
the vocal microphone that is opened with the sound of the drum.
Through this medium the voice takes on certain characteristics of the
drum’s sound. In this way the drum functions as both instrument and
controller of the gated voice “instrument.” - SamWheeler

To the Earth - Frederick Rzewski
Frederic Rzewski’s To the Earth is a composition of immense weight built
upon simple, sincere sound sources. Written for four flower pots and
spoken voice, it is a soliloquy which re-examines the impact of humankind
on our planet. The text, “To Gaia, mother of all”, is one of thirty-three
Homeric hymns written in praise of the pantheon of Greek gods. In
Rzewski’s setting, the text is used to establish an intimate connection
between the speaker, the audience, and the Earth itself. In addition to
one’s delivery of the text, intensity is created by the densification of
rhythmic material through metric modulation. The work’s initial calm is
quickly juxtaposed with the industrial onslaught of rhythm and colour on
the terra cotta or “baked earth” pots.



brief intermission to leave a voicemail that may or
may not have occurred my freshman year of college as
a percussion major - Sebastian Zhang
…you know what it’s about - Sebastian Zhang

I am obliged to agree to that of which I would rather
not - Alexis Lamb
I don’t think it is a coincidence that so many high-achieving women have
difficulty saying “no” or have issues with self-esteem. We are trained to say
“yes” because we are told it may lead to a better future for ourselves and
future generations of women. But saying “no” is not always an act of
defiance. Not settling can be an empowering (albeit frequently vulnerable)
feeling. Comtessa de Dia (born circa 1140) figured this out long ago; I am
simply learning from her and so many other women who found the
strength to stand up to intolerance.


