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Education 
              
 
Doctor of Musical Arts | University of Texas at Austin | 2021 – 2025  

§ Teaching Assistant 
§ Capstone: [HER]self Project 

o An Analysis of the Female Voice as a Social Construct and its Perception in 
Compositions for the Speaking Percussionist 

o Commissioning project including four world premieres for the female 
speaking percussionist 

§ Primary Instructors: Thomas Burritt, Ivan Trevino, Richard Huntley 

Master of Musical Arts | Columbus State University | 2019 – 2021 

§ Lecture Recital: To the Earth by Fred Rzewski 
§ Primary Instructors: Paul Vaillancourt 

Bachelor of Music Education | Columbus State University | 2015 – 2019 

§ Practicum placement: Midland Middle School, Jason Thorne 
§ Study abroad in Copenhagen, Denmark with an emphasis on the music of 

Scandinavia  
§ Primary Instructors: Paul Vaillancourt, Michelle Folta 

 
Teaching Positions Held 

              
 
Adjunct Percussion Faculty | Georgia College and State University 

• Teach major and non-major private lessons (MUSC 1001 and MUAP 1115/3115) 

• Coach GCSU Percussion Ensemble, made up of majors and non-majors 

• Teach Percussion Methods (MUED 2070) 

Caroline Richards 
 

Percussionist | Educator 

(512) 839-6504 
vaughanrichards20@gmail.com 

www.carolinevaughanrichards.com  

mailto:vaughanrichards20@gmail.com
http://www.carolinevaughanrichards.com/
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• Teach Critical Thinking: The History of Rock ‘n’ Roll (GC1Y 1000) 

• Manage the day-to-day operations of the percussion studio 

• Management and repair of percussion equipment 
Workshop Instructor | Georgia College and State University 

• All-State Winds and Percussion Workshop hosted by Georgia College 

• Instruct high school students on various performance techniques as they apply to 
the 2025 All-State etudes 

Teaching Assistant | University of Texas at Austin 2021-2025 
§ Teach non-major private lessons (PER 201) 
§ Teach Percussion Methods 
§ Act as liaison to guest artists 
§ Manage the day-to-day operations of the percussion studio 
§ Management and repair of percussion equipment 
§ Coach freshman / sophomore percussion ensemble works 

o Jennifer Higdon, Splendid Wood 
o Bob Becker, Girlfriends Medley 
o Steve Reich, Music for Pieces of Wood 

§ Coach Wind Symphony sectionals on various wind ensemble repertoire 
Private Instructor, Various Public Schools 

§ Henry Middle School | 2022 – Present 

§ Stiles Middle School | 2023 – Present 

§ Vista Ridge High School | 2022 – Present 

§ Youth Orchestra of Greater Columbus private lessons | 2017 – 2019 

§ Select Student Achievements 
o 1st Place, Black Swamp Showcase: Large Ensemble Division (Vista Ridge 

Percussion) | 2024 

o TMEA Percussion Ensemble Feature Performance (Vista Ridge 

Percussion) | 2023 

Orchestral Instructor 
§ Youth Orchestra of Greater Columbus | 2016 - 2020 

Marching Band Instructor, Various Public Schools 
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§ Vista Ridge High School | 2021 – 2022 

§ North Hall High School | 2015 – 2017 

Course Instructor, Various Public Schools 

§ Wiley Middle School Summer Band Camp | 2023 – Present 

§ Henry Middle School Morning Sectionals | 2021 – 2022 

§ Henry Middle School and Cedar Park Middle School Play-a-Thon Masterclass | 

2021 

 
Collegiate Courses Taught 

              
 

Georgia College and State University 

• Critical Thinking: The History of Rock ‘n’ Roll (GC1Y 1000) 

• Percussion Ensemble (MUEN 1070/3070) 

• Percussion Methods (MUED 2070) 

• Major and Non-Major Lessons (MUAP 1115/3115) 
University of Texas at Austin 

§ Techniques of Percussion Performance (MUS 155C) 
§ Applied Instrumental Studies: Percussion (PER 201) 

 

Select Performance Experience 

              
 

As Soloist 

§ Doctoral Recital: University of Texas at Austin | 2024 

§ Doctoral Recital: University of Texas at Austin | 2023 

§ Masters Recital: Columbus State University | 2021 

§ Percussion Ensemble Performance: Columbus State University | 2021 
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§ Undergraduate Recital: Columbus State University | 2018 

Noteworthy Chamber Performances 
§ George Crumb: Music for a Summer Evening (Makrokosmos III) – Music of the 

Starry Night | 2023 

§ Sebastian Zhang: Para-Parakeet | 2023 | World Premiere 

o Performed in a masterclass with Eighth Blackbird member Matt Duval 

§ Brian Cherney: Entendre marcher un ange | 2023 

§ Justin Cooperman: Captain’s Log | 2023 | World Premiere 

§ Mayke Nas/Wouter Snoei: I Delayed People’s Flights by Walking Slowly in 

Narrow Hallways | 2023 

§ Béla Bartok: Sonata for Two Pianos and Percussion | 2021 

Noteworthy Solo Performances 

•  [HER]self Project Premiere, a collection of world premieres for the female 
speaking percussionist 

o Sebastian Zhang: brief intermission to leave a voicemail that may or may 
not have occurred my freshman year of college as a percussion major 

o Sophie Matheiu, text by Emma Watkins: May it Please, memoir for a 
speaking percussionist 

o Alexis Lamb: I am obliged to agree to that of which I would rather not 
o Sam Wheeler: f (ality) for solo bodhran 

Wolf & Clover 

§ Twelvemonth and a Day CD Release Concert: St. Patrick’s Day | 2022 

§ Live at the Bo Bartlett Center | 2022 

§ Voices of the Valley Children’s Chorus – Touch the Sky | 2022 

§ Live at The Loft: Celtic South with the Gaulway Ramblers | 2022  

§ Live at Oideas Gael in Co. Donegal, Ireland | 2022  

§ Rothschild Pound House Concert | 2022 

§ Wolf & Clover Live at the Silvan Sessions | 2020 

§ National Infantry Museum Performance | 2020 

§ Feature Performance: Savannah Irish Festival | 2020 
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Austin Percussion Collective 

§ Studio A Performance | 2024 

§ Monks Jazz Club Performance | 2023 

§ Monks Jazz Club Performance | 2023 

o Featuring Dr. Thomas Burritt and Ivan Trevino 
Musical Theater 

§ Matilda | Zilker Summer Theater [substitute musician] | 2023  

§ Singin’ in the Rain | Springer Opera House | 2020 

§ Cinderella | Springer Opera House | 2019 

§ Fiddler on the Roof | Columbus State University Theater | 2017 

Ballet Performances 
§ The Nutcracker | RiverCenter for Performing Arts | 2017 - 2018  

Central Texas Philharmonic 

§ Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone | 2024 

§ Latin Rhythms (featuring Aldo López-Gavilán)| 2024 

§ A Night at the Opera | 2024  

Columbus Symphony Orchestra 
§ John Williams in Concert | 2021 

LaGrange Symphony Orchestra 
§ LaGrange Symphony Christmas Concert | 2018 

 
Ensemble Experience 

              
 

Section Percussionist | Central Texas Philharmonic | 2024 – Present 

§ Perform a variety of orchestral repertoire 

Percussionist | Austin Percussion Collective | 2023 – Present 

§ Perform percussion chamber music at all APC concerts  
§ Frequent premieres by Austin, TX affiliate composers 
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Accordionist / Percussionist | Wolf & Clover | 2019 – Present 

§ Perform a variety of Irish folk music as an accordionist or percussionist  
§ Perform managerial tasks assisting with documentation and rehearsals 

Timpanist | University of Texas Wind Ensemble: Carnegie Hall | 2024 

§ Perform various wind ensemble selections for UTWE’s 50th Anniversary 
§ Premiere David Biedenbender’s River of Time trumpet concerto featuring Dr. 

Caleb Hudson 

Section Percussionist | Density512: Rosner Project | 2024 

§ Perform wind ensemble music as a part of the Rosner Recording Project 

Timpanist | International Trombone Festival | 2021 

§ Perform various concerti as a part of the Columbus Symphony Orchestra 
Section Percussionist | Columbus Symphony Orchestra |2021 

§ Perform a variety of orchestral selections by John Williams 

Percussionist | Springer Opera House | 2019 – 2020 

§ Perform in a variety of musical theater productions 

Substitute Timpanist | LaGrange Symphony Orchestra | 2018 

§ Perform as a substitute timpanist, various orchestra selections 
Timpanist | Columbus Symphony Orchestra | 2017 – 2018 

§ Perform as timpanist for reduced orchestra as a part of the RiverCenter for 
Performing Arts production of The Nutcracker 

 
Research and Presentations 

              
 

An Analysis of the Female Voice as a Social Construct and its Perception in 
Compositions for the Speaking Percussionist 

• Current research project for the DMA capstone / dissertation 

• [HER]self Commissioning Project 
Alexis Lamb: The Yellow Wallpaper 
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§ Guest Lecture Recital, Columbus State University | 2023 
Alexis Lamb: The Yellow Wallpaper 

§ Course Lecture Recital, Women Composers of the 20th Century | 2023 
The History and Practice of the Indian Dhol | 2022 

§ Course Lecture, Global Music Traditions 700 – 1400 
The Emigration of the Scots Irish and their Influence on the American Folk 
Music Revival | 2022 

§ Academic essay, Advanced Studies of the History of Music: 20th Century 
Fred Rzewski: “To the Earth” | 2021 

§ Master’s lecture recital, Columbus State University 

 
Awards, Achievements, and Scholarships 

              
 

Percussive Arts Society International Conference Artist | Less Than 10 
Quintet: Focus Day performance of “I Delayed People’s Flights by Walking Slowly in 
Narrow Hallways” | 2025 
Percussive Arts Society International Conference Performer | University of 
Texas at Austin Percussion Ensemble Showcase Concert | 2021 
Teaching Assistantship | University of Texas at Austin | 2021 – 2025 
Schwob School of Music Patrons of Music Scholarship | Columbus State 
University | 2015 – 2021 
Official Selection: LA Sun Film Fest | Wolf & Clover | 2021 
Winner of the Art Film Awards: Best Music Video | Wolf & Clover | 2021 
Official Selection: Munich Music Video Awards | Wolf & Clover | 2021 
Official Selection: Rome Music Video Awards | Wolf & Clover | 2021 
Feature Article in Irish Music Magazine | Wolf & Clover | 2020 and 2021 
Hope Scholarship | Columbus State University | 2015 – 2019 
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Professional References 

              
 
 
Dr. Thomas Burritt | Professor of Percussion and Director of Percussion Studies at 
the University of Texas at Austin  

§ Phone: (512) 567-3388 
§ Email: tburritt@austin.utexas.edu  

Dr. Paul Vaillancourt | Professor of Percussion at Columbus State University 

§ Phone: (706) 289-6906 
§ Email: Vaillancourt_paul@columbusstate.edu  

Prof. Ivan Trevino | Assistant Professor of Practice at the University of Texas at 

Austin 
§ Phone: (361) 652-6315 
§ Email: ivan.trevino@austin.utexas.edu  

Prof. Jerry Junkin | Director of Bands at the University of Texas at Austin 
§ Phone: (512) 471-4093 
§ Email: jfjunkin@austin.utexas.edu  

Dr. Jamie Nix | Director of wind ensemble activities and professor of music at 
Columbus State University 

§ Phone: (706) 649-7252 
§ Email: nix_jamie@columbusstate.edu  

Prof. Richard Huntley | Lecturer in Percussion at the University of Texas at Austin 

§ Phone: (917) 744-6400 
§ Email: richard.huntley@austin.utexas.edu 

Dr. Don Parker 

• Phone: (910) 476-1364 

mailto:tburritt@austin.utexas.edu
mailto:Vaillancourt_paul@columbusstate.edu
mailto:ivan.trevino@austin.utexas.edu
mailto:jfjunkin@austin.utexas.edu
mailto:nix_jamie@columbusstate.edu
mailto:richard.huntley@austin.utexas.edu
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• Email: don.parker@gcsu.edu  
 

mailto:don.parker@gcsu.edu

