



MUS 155C Music Techniques of Percussion Performance 
Unique Number: 22505

Fall, 2024




CLASS MEETS: TR 11:00am - 12:00pm


ROOM: 6.222


Instructor: Caroline Richards, TA

Office: 2.112	 

Office Hours: By appointment only or through Zoom	 

Email: crichards@utexas.edu	 	 	 	
	 


Course Description

UNIVERSITY CATALOG COURSE DESCRIPTION

Percussion performance techniques for individual and ensemble settings, including appropriate literature and 
rehearsal procedures.


PRE-REQUISITES FOR THE COURSE

Prerequisite: Upper-division standing in music studies.


LEARNING OUTCOME

In this class, you will gain a broad understanding of how to maintain a successful percussion program through 
knowledge of the instruments, budgeting for them, and utilizing today’s pedagogy. This course is structured to 
become your “how-to” guide to navigate the percussion repertoire and techniques through actively playing.  


How Will You Learn? 


STATEMENT OF LEARNING SUCCESS

Your success in this class is important to me. We all learn differently, and everyone struggles sometimes. You are 
not, ever, the only one having difficulty! If there are aspects of this course that prevent you from learning or 
exclude you, please let me know as soon as possible. Together we will develop strategies to meet both your needs 
and the requirements of the course. I also encourage you to reach out to the student resources available through 
UT and I am happy to connect you with a person or Center if you would like.


Important quotes to remember for this course:

“It isn’t hard; it’s new.” - Ed Soph

“Strive for progress, not perfection.” - Caroline Richards







TEACHING MODALITY INFORMATION

This class will be taught fully in-person in room 6.222. All exams will be held in-person in 6.222 with the 
exception of unforeseen circumstances due to the Covid-19 pandemic. 


COMMUNICATION

The course Canvas site can be found at utexas.instructure.com. You may email me through canvas or directly 
through my email. You are responsible for ensuring that the primary email address you have recorded with the 
university is the one you will check for course communications because that is the email address that Canvas 
uses. 


ASKING FOR HELP

I want to hear any concerns / questions that you have concerning the class material. Please send me an email to 
schedule a visit or a Zoom call during my office hours, or we can find another time to meet that accommodates 
both of our schedules. 


DIVERSITY, EQUITY AND INCLUSION

It is my intent that students from all diverse backgrounds and perspectives be well served by this course, that 
students’ learning needs be addressed, and that the diversity that students bring to this class can be comfortably 
expressed and be viewed as a resource, strength and benefit to all students. Please come to me at any time with 
any concerns.

 
DISABILITY & ACCESS (D&A) 

If you are a student with a disability, or think you may have a disability, and need accommodations please 
contact Disability and Access (D&A). You may refer to D&A’s website for contact and more information: http://
diversity.utexas.edu/disability/. If you are already registered with D&A, please deliver your Accommodation 
Letter to me as early as possible in the semester so we can discuss your approved accommodations.


The university is committed to creating an accessible and inclusive learning environment consistent with 
university policy and federal and state law. Please let me know if you experience any barriers to learning so I can 
work with you to ensure you have equal opportunity to participate fully in this course. If you are a student with a 
disability, or think you may have a disability, and need accommodations please contact Disability & Access 
(D&A).  Please refer to the D&A website for more information: http://diversity.utexas.edu/disability/. If you are 
already registered with D&A, please deliver your Accommodation Letter to me as early as possible in the 
semester so we can discuss your approved accommodations and needs in this course. 


https://utexas.instructure.com/
http://diversity.utexas.edu/disability/
http://diversity.utexas.edu/disability/
http://diversity.utexas.edu/disability/





Course Requirements and Grading


REQUIRED MATERIALS 


The following materials are required starting on the second week of class. I will provide scanned copies of 
reading material when necessary.

 - OPTIONAL but recommended: Teaching Percussion (Third Edition): Gary D. Cook

The following may be purchased from www.steveweissmusic.com, Amazon, or Strait Music:

- One pair of snare drum sticks (Vic Firth SD1 Model or similar)

- One pair of yarn mallets (Balter Basics Birch BB2 Medium Marimba Mallets, or similar)

- Remo practice pad, 08” tunable or similar


*Note* If you would like to borrow mallets or a practice pad from a friend in the percussion studio this is 
acceptable with their permission. If you have questions about which materials are acceptable, please do not 
hesitate to let me know. 


CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS

Class attendance Attendance in this class is required.

Absences may be excused with ample communication and rightful justification. Remember that YOU are 
responsible for your attendance in class, and the material you do or do not learn is your responsibility. 

Class participation 30% of your grade for the course is participation. You will participate by playing through 
exercises, critiquing each other, playing in percussion ensembles, and contributing to review games.

Behavior expectations I ask that you uphold respectful behavior in class as you would expect from your 
students in your future classrooms. 


ASSIGNMENTS

This course does not lend itself to formal written assignments, however your understanding of the material will 
be dependent on the weekly readings, videos, and practicing assigned exercises. Seeing as this course is based on 
“doing”, participation makes up a significant part of your grade. 


Grade Percentages Percent of Total Grade

Participation 30%

Written Assessments 20%

Playing Assessments 20%

Final Exam 30%

http://www.steveweissmusic.com





LATE WORK AND MAKING UP MISSED WORK 

Although there will be no written assignments, missing assessments or playing tests will not be tolerated. 
Assessments and playing tests can be made up within the following seven days with an excused absence or other 
meaningful justification. Failure to make up your exam will result in a zero. 


ABSENCES 

- 3 unexcused absences will result in the loss of a letter grade. 

- 4 unexcused absences will result in the loss of another letter grade. 

- 5 unexcused absences will result in a WF for the course.


EXTRA CREDIT 

Completed study guides may be turned in on the day of written exams to add five points to the exam grade.


+ / - GRADNG POLICY 

The + / - grading system will be used for final grades. 


GRADE BREAKS


Course Outline


All instructions, assignments, readings, rubrics and essential information will be on the Canvas website at

utexas.instructure.com. Check Canvas regularly. Changes to the schedule may be made at my discretion if 
circumstances require. I will announce any such changes in class and will also communicate them via a Canvas 
announcement. It is your responsibility to note these changes when announced, and I will do my best to ensure 
that you are notified of changes with as much advance notice as possible.


Grade Cutoff

A 94%
A- 90%

B+ 87%
B 84%

B- 80%

C+ 77%
C 74%

C- 70%

D+ 
D 
D-

67%

64%

60%

F <60%

https://utexas.instructure.com/





Week Date
Class Topic Assignments

1 8/26 Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Percussion Section

Intro to Snare Drum and Strokes

Tuesday: Chapter 2 (pg 24-31) and Vic 
Firth 101 SD 5 & 6


Thursday: Chapter 2 and Vic Firth 101 
SD 12, 8 & 11

2 9/02 Rudiments and Rolls Tuesday: Chapter 2 and Vic Firth 101 
SD 9


Thursday: Chapter 2 and Exercises

3 9/09 Rolls, their Numbers, and Exercises

(Playing Test Content and Exam Study Guide)

Tuesday: Chapter 2 and Review

Thursday: Chapter 2 and Exercises

4 9/16 Playing Test and Study Guide Review Tuesday: Review Chapter 2 for 
Jeopardy


Thursday: Review videos and 
exercises, Chapter 4

5 9/23 Tuesday: Playing Test

EXAM DUE BY MIDNIGHT 9/24


Thursday: Intro to Mallets

Tuesday: Chapter 4 and Vic Firth 101 
Keyboard 2, 3 & 4


Thursday: Chapter 4

6 9/30 2-Mallet Technique: History and Grip Tuesday: Chapter 4 and Vic Firth 101 
Keyboard 5


Thursday: Chapter 4 and Vic Firth 101 
optional videos on specific 

instruments

7 10/07 Peripheral Exercises, Rolls, Intro to 4-Mallet Grip

(Playing Test Content and Exam Study Guide)

Chapter 4

8 10/14 4-Mallet Grip, Playing in Groups, Review Tuesday: Chapter 4

Thursday: Chapter 5 and Vic Firth 101 

Timpani 3 & 4

9 10/21 Tuesday: Playing Test

EXAM DUE BY MIDNIGHT 10/22


Thursday: Intro to Timpani

Tuesday: Chapter 5 and Vic Firth 101 
Timpani 3 & 4


Thursday: Chapter 5 and Vic Firth 101 
Timpani 5, 6, & 7

10 10/28 Timpani: General Stroke, Tuning and Muffling Tuesday: Chapter 5

Thursday: Chapter 5

11 11/04 Playing and Muffling, Clearing Masterclass Tuesday: Chapter 5

Thursday: Chapter 6 and Vic Firth 101 

Bass Drum 1 & 3






Course Policies and Disclosures


ACADEMIC INTEGRITY EXPECTATIONS

Students who violate University rules on academic dishonesty are subject to disciplinary penalties, including the 
possibility of failure in the course and/or dismissal from the University. Since such dishonesty harms the 
individual, all students, and the integrity of the University, policies on academic dishonesty will be strictly 
enforced. For further information, please visit the Student Conduct and Academic Integrity website at: http://
deanofstudents.utexas.edu/conduct.


CONFIDENTIALITY OF CLASS RECORDINGS

[If class recordings that include student personally identifiable information are to be made, UT Legal has 

indicated that the following disclosure should be included in the syllabus and wherever recordings are posted.] 
Class recordings are reserved only for students in this class for educational purposes and are protected under 
FERPA. The recordings should not be shared outside the class in any form. Violation of 

this restriction by a student could lead to Student Misconduct proceedings.


GETTING HELP WITH TECHNOLOGY

Students needing help with technology in this course should contact the ITS Service Desk.


BASIC NEEDS SECURITY

Any student who faces challenges securing their food or housing and believes this may affect their performance 
in the course is urged to contact the Dean of Students for support.  UT maintains the UT Outpost, which is a free 
on-campus food pantry and career closet.  Furthermore, if you are comfortable notifying me, please do so, as I 
may have additional resources I can share.


12 11/11 Auxiliary: Bass Drum and Cymbals Tuesday: Chapter 6 and Vic Firth 101 
Crash Cymbals 1 & 2


Thursday: Chapter 6 and Vic Firth 101 
Tambourine 1 & 2

13 11/18 Tambourine, Triangle, and the Toy Family

(Final Exam Study Guide)

Tuesday: Chapter 6 and Vic Firth 101 
Triangle


Thursday: Re-read and re-watch as 
needed 

Break 11/25 *GOBBLE GOBBLE*

14 12/02 Review Week (activities TBD

(Exam Study Guide)

Re-read and re-watch as needed

12/6 LAST DAY OF UT CLASSES

12/6 FINAL EXAM DUE BY MIDNIGHT Chapters 5 & 6

*Exam study guides and playing test content are 
distributed two weeks in advance *

http://deanofstudents.utexas.edu/conduct
http://deanofstudents.utexas.edu/conduct
https://its.utexas.edu/contact
https://deanofstudents.utexas.edu/emergency/utoutpost.php





SHARING OF COURSE MATERIALS IS PROHIBITED

No materials used in this class, including, but not limited to, lecture hand-outs, videos, assessments (quizzes, 
exams, papers, projects, homework assignments), in-class materials, review sheets, and additional problem sets, 
may be shared online or with anyone outside of the class without explicit, written permission of the instructor. 
Unauthorized sharing of materials promotes cheating. The University is well aware of the sites used for sharing 
materials, and any materials found online that are associated with you, or any suspected unauthorized sharing of 
materials, will be reported to Student Conduct and Academic Integrity in the Office of the Dean of Students. 
These reports can result in sanctions, including failure of the course.


RELIGIOUS HOLY DAYS

By UT Austin policy, you must notify me of your pending absence as far in advance as possible of the date of 
observance of a religious holy day. If you must miss a class, an examination, a work assignment, or a project in 
order to observe a religious holy day, you will be given an opportunity to complete the missed work within a 
reasonable time after the absence.


NAMES AND PRONOUNS

If you have differing name(s) or pronouns than what appears on my roster, please gently correct me! I am here 
to make you feel comfortable and welcome in any way that I can. 


University Resources for Students


COUNSELING AND MENTAL HEALTH CENTER (CMHC)

All of us benefit from support during times of struggle. Know you are not alone. If you or anyone you know is 
experiencing symptoms of stress, anxiety, depression, academic concerns, loneliness, difficulty sleeping, or any 
other concern impacting your wellbeing – you are strongly encouraged to connect with CMHC. The Counseling 
and Mental Health Center provides a wide variety of mental health services to all UT students including crisis 
services, counseling services with immediate support and well-being resources. Additionally, CARE Counselors 
are located within the academic schools and colleges. These counselors get to know the concerns that are unique 
to their college’s students. For more information on CMHC, visit https://cmhc.utexas.edu or call 512-471-3515.


UNIVERSITY HEALTH SERVICES (UHS)

Your physical health and wellness are a priority. University Health Services is an on-campus high-quality 
medical facility providing care to all UT students. Services offered by UHS include general medicine, urgent care, 
a 24/7 nurse advice line, gynecology, sports medicine, physical therapy, lab and radiology services, COVID-19 
testing and vaccinations and much more. For additional information, visit https://healthyhorns.utexas.edu or 
call 512-471-4955.


STUDENT EMERGENCY SERVICES (SES)

Student Emergency Services in the Office of the Dean of Students helps students and their families during 
difficult or emergency situations. Assistance includes outreach, advocacy, intervention, support, and referrals to 
relevant campus and community resources. If you need to be absent from class due to a family emergency, 
medical or mental health concern, or academic difficulty due to crisis or an emergency situation, you can work 

http://deanofstudents.utexas.edu/conduct
https://catalog.utexas.edu/general-information/academic-policies-and-procedures/attendance/
https://cmhc.utexas.edu
https://healthyhorns.utexas.edu





with Student Emergency Services. SES will document your situation and notify your professors. Additional 
information is available at https://deanofstudents.utexas.edu/emergency/ or by calling 512-471-5017.  


Important Safety Information

If you have concerns about the safety or behavior of fellow students, TAs or professors, contact BCCAL (the 
Behavior Concerns and COVID-19 Advice Line) at https://safety.utexas.edu/behavior-concerns-advice-line or by 
calling 512-232-5050. Confidentiality will be maintained as much as possible, however the university may be 
required to release some information to appropriate parties.


CLASSROOM SAFETY AND COVID-19

• For any illness, students should stay home if they are sick or contagious, not only to stop the spread, but 

also to promote their personal wellness. 

• The university will continue to provide rapid antigen self-test kits at distribution sites throughout 

campus. Students can receive up to four tests at a time.

• The university will provide symptomatic COVID-19 testing on campus for all students, faculty and staff. 

• UHS maintains up-to-date resources on COVID, which can be found here:


o COVID-19 Information and Resources

o COVID-19 Exposure Action Chart


CARRYING OF HANDGUNS ON CAMPUS

Texas’ Open Carry law expressly prohibits a licensed to carry (LTC) holder from carrying a handgun openly on 
the campus of an institution of higher education such as UT Austin. Students in this class should be aware of the 
following university policies:


• Students in this class who hold a license to carry are asked to review the university policy regarding 
campus carry.


• Individuals who hold a license to carry are eligible to carry a concealed handgun on campus, including in 
most outdoor areas, buildings and spaces that are accessible to the public, and in classrooms.


• It is the responsibility of concealed-carry license holders to carry their handguns on or about their 
person at all times while on campus. Open carry is NOT permitted, meaning that a license holder may 
not carry a partially or wholly visible handgun on campus premises or on any university driveway, street, 
sidewalk or walkway, parking lot, parking garage, or other parking area.


• Per my right, I prohibit carrying of handguns in my personal office. Note that this information will also 
be conveyed to all students verbally during the first week of class. This written notice is intended to 
reinforce the verbal notification, and is not a “legally effective” means of notification in its own right.  


TITLE IX DISCLOSURE


 
Beginning January 1, 2020, Texas Education Code, Section 51.252 (formerly known as Senate Bill 212) requires 
all employees of Texas universities, including faculty, to report any information to theTitle IX Office regarding 

https://deanofstudents.utexas.edu/emergency/
https://safety.utexas.edu/behavior-concerns-advice-line
https://healthyhorns.utexas.edu/self-test-kits.html
https://www.healthyhorns.utexas.edu/coronavirus_testing.html
https://www.healthyhorns.utexas.edu/coronavirus.html
https://www.healthyhorns.utexas.edu/coronavirus_exposure_action_chart.html
https://www.utexas.edu/campus-carry#ac
https://www.utexas.edu/campus-carry#ac





sexual harassment, sexual assault, dating violence and stalking that is disclosed to them. Texas law requires that 
all employees who witness or receive any information of this type (including, but not limited to, writing 
assignments, class discussions, or one-on-one conversations, or third party reports) must be report it. Before 
talking with me, or with any faculty or staff member about a Title IX related incident, please remember that I 
will be required to report this information to the Title IX Coordinator. If you would like to speak with someone 
who can provide support or remedies without making an official report to the university, please email 
supportandresources@austin.utexas.edu. For more information about reporting options and resources, visit 
http://www.titleix.utexas.edu/, contact the Title IX Office via email at titleix@austin.utexas.edu, or call 
512-471-0419. 


Although graduate teaching and research assistants are not subject to Texas Education Code, Section 51.252, 
they are still mandatory reporters under Federal Title IX laws and are required to report a wide range of 
behaviors we refer to as sexual misconduct, including the types of sexual misconduct covered under Texas 
Education Code, Section 51.252.The Title IX office has developed supportive ways to respond to a survivor and 
compiled campus resources to support all impacted by a Title IX incident.


CAMPUS SAFETY

The following are recommendations regarding emergency evacuation from the Office of Campus Safety and 
Security, 512-471-5767, 


• Students should sign up for Campus Emergency Text Alerts at the page linked above.

• Occupants of buildings on The University of Texas at Austin campus must evacuate buildings when a 

fire alarm is activated. Alarm activation or announcement requires exiting and assembling outside.

• Familiarize yourself with all exit doors of each classroom and building you may occupy. Remember that 

the nearest exit door may not be the one you used when entering the building.

• Students requiring assistance in evacuation shall inform their instructor in writing during the first week 

of class.

• In the event of an evacuation, follow the instruction of faculty or class instructors. Do not re-enter a 

building unless given instructions by the following: Austin Fire Department, The University of Texas at 
Austin Police Department, or Fire Prevention Services office.


• For more information, please visit emergency preparedness.

https://safety.utexas.edu/
https://safety.utexas.edu/
https://preparedness.utexas.edu/
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